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mysterious. Its membership was apparently unlimited
in number, and it was the habit of some of the affiliated
bodies to despatch as many delegates as possible, in the
hope of controlling the national vote. At Stuttgart, in
1907, the delegation consisted of two representatives
of'the Labour Party, seven of the trade unions, fourteen
of the Fabians, thirty-seven (including MacDonald)
of the I.L.P., and no less than fifty-nine of the diminutive
Social Democratic Federation. Although, of the twenty
British votes, ten had originally been allotted to the
trade unions and Labour Party, and ten to the Socialist
organisations, once at Stuttgart the Socialist majority
proceeded to redistribute them, fifteen to themselves and
five to Labour. For many of them, as to Hyndman, the
very presence of the Labour delegates was an outrage on
Socialist orthodoxy. Against this manoeuvre, to wMch,
needless to say, MacDonald was not a party, the Labour
delegates at once appealed to the Bureau of the Congress,
which decided in their favour; a victory which was
slightly discounted by the subsequent refusal of the
majority of the British section to appoint either of the
Labour M.P.s, MacDonald or Shackleton, to the Com-
mission on Political Action and Trade Unions. Not
content with this, the I.L.P. revived at Stuttgart the
attempt, which had already more than once been made
by Hyndman and his S.D.F., to exclude the Labour
Party altogether, on the not implausible ground that
it was not in fact a Socialist body. The reply of the Bureau
was equivocal, and, on MacDonald's motion, it was
referred back for further consideration. The Bureau,
which was uncomfortably aware that the standing
resolutions of the Congresses required constituent bodies
to "recognise the proletarian class struggle," was not
best pleased at this decision. At Brussels, in October, how-
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